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Lesson Title:

Kids in Action
Blended by Sharon Draper

Content Area and Grade
Level:
Lesson Objectives:

Social Studies-4th grade

Florida Standards:

SS.4.C.2.1-Discuss public issues in Florida that impact the daily lives of its citizens.
SS.4.C.2.2- Identify ways citizens work together to influence government and help
solve community and state problems.
SS.4.C.1.1- Describe how Florida’s constitution protects the rights of citizens and
provides for the structure, function, and purposes of state government.
SS.4.A.8.1- Identify Florida’s role in the Civil Rights Movement.
ELA.4.C.4.1- Conduct research to answer a question, and organize information about
the topic, using multiple valid sources.
ELA.4.C.5.1- Arrange multimedia elements to create emphasis in oral or written tasks.
ELA.4.C.5.2- Use digital writing tools individually or collaboratively to plan, draft,
and revise writing.
ELA.4.C.2.1- Present information orally, in a logical sequence, using nonverbal cues,
appropriate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Assessment:

● The student will discuss public issues that impact the daily lives of citizens.
● The student will identify how citizens can work together to influence the
government to help solve community and state problems.
● The student will describe how Florida’s constitution protects citizen rights and
how it provides for the structure, function, and purpose of the state government.
● The student will identify Florida’s role in the Civil Rights Movement.
● The student will conduct research and organize information from multiple
sources to answer a question.
● The student will arrange multimedia elements to create emphasis in oral or
written tasks.
● The student will use digital tools to plan, draft, and revise writing.
● The student will present information orally with appropriate volume, nonverbal
cues, and clear pronunciation in a logical sequence.

● Students will either digitally (using canva: https://www.canva.com) or
physically create a poster to discuss an issue they have researched. This poster
will be intended to act as a “call to action” based on the societal issue they have

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
Motivating Activity &
Anticipatory Set/Access
Prior Knowledge:

chosen. (ESOL- integrate speaking, listening, reading, and writing
activities, UDL 7.1- optimize individual choice and autonomy, UDL 5.2Use multiple tools for construction and composition).
Students will then create a Flipgrid explaining their poster and ways to help
solve their chosen societal issue (ESOL- integrate speaking, listening,
reading, and writing activities).
Students will collaboratively work together to research, write, digitally or
physically create a poster, and orally present their poster (ESOL- promote
cooperation, UDL 8.3- Foster collaboration and community).
What are some ways citizens can make a change in their government?
How can citizens help promote change in their community?
How can you help promote change in your community/school?
What was Florida’s role in the Civil Rights Movement?
How did the Civil Rights movement help enact change in the United States?
What is the Constitution and how does it protect citizen rights?

Preassessment questions include: What is the Civil Rights Movement? When did it take
place?
● Students have read Blended by Sharon Draper during their English Language
Arts time in book clubs. They have prior knowledge of the themes and issues
presented in the book.
● For more on Blended: https://www.sharondraper.com/resources/blended
Hook: I will show pictures of protests from the Civil Rights Movement and current
pictures of protests (photo samples included below). I will then ask students
what these pictures have in common (ESOL- Provide contextual support
through visuals, UDL 2.5- Illustrate though multiple media).

Procedures:

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Closure:

6.

7.

After the hook, (review) explain the history of the Civil Rights
Movement (ESOL-Use direct instruction, UDL 3.1- Activate or
supply background knowledge).
Discuss the Civil Rights Movement (dates, what it accomplished, how it
was accomplished i.e., protesting, reference the constitution and citizen
rights) *picture samples included below, link to Civil Rights Timeline
provided below* (ESOL- Provide contextual support through
visuals, UDL 2.5- Illustrate though multiple media).
Using primary sources, show the United States Constitution.
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/constitution/
Reference Blended and ask students some injustices that they noticed in
the book (i.e., the noose in Imani’s locker, the treatment of Darren and
Isabella by the police); encourage students to return to the text and cite
text based evidence.
a. Tie this into what Isabella noticed after she was shot
i. How citizens protested
b. Ask students to think about some other injustices they may see in
society
i.
This does not have to be a racial injustice, it could be
animal cruelty i.e., dog races
ii.
Have students turn and talk to an elbow partner some of
their ideas about the different injustices they thought
about
Inform students that they will be researching a societal injustice and
think about ways to bring awareness to that injustice and bring about
change.
a. Students will be placed into a group of their choosing based on
the injustice they would like to explore (UDL 7.1- Optimize
individual choice and autonomy, UDL 8.3- Foster
collaboration and community, group ELLs with native
speakers, ESOL- promote cooperation)
Inform students that they are to make a physical or digital poster/flyer
that brings awareness to the societal issue they chose (UDL 1.1- Offer
ways of customizing the display of information).
a. This poster should include: information about the injustice i.e.,
why it is wrong and why it should be changed/fixed and ways to
help i.e., signing a petition, writing to the local government,
fundraising, etc.
b. Teachers should prepare a digital poster using Canva:
https://www.canva.com, to provide students with an example.
Students will create a public service announcement (PSA) using
Flipgrid: https://info.flip.com where they will showcase their poster and
discuss the societal issue that they chose.

8. Flipgrids will be shared with the class when completed. Flipgrid QR
codes will/can be used for students to do a gallery walk to view their
classmates completed videos.
Closure: Inform students that they should ultimately determine how civic action can
cause a change in society.

Materials:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Blended https://www.sharondraper.com/resources/blended
Canva access https://www.canva.com
Flipgrid access https://info.flip.com
Internet access for research
Google docs for students to collaboratively share notes if they want to take
digital notes

https://www.pexels.com/photo/climate-sign-outside-blur-2990644/

https://www.pexels.com/photo/earth-blue-banner-sign-3039036/

https://unsplash.com/photos/WzPxmB_tRlw

https://unsplash.com/photos/9RbdjQ3nCEk

https://unsplash.com/photos/HRfGpPrzmNg

Civil Rights timeline: https://civilrightstrail.com/timeline/
Library of Congress Constitution documents: https://www.loc.gov/classroommaterials/constitution/

Note: Assessment and closure do not necessarily have to be separate activities, but they must
meet guidelines above

